StreetPilot 2610 vs. StreetPilot 2620

StreetPilot 2610 has Compact Flash memory card. 

StreetPilot 2620 has micro hard drive.

There are numerous reports indicating that micro hard drive is affected by vibration in motorcycle environment. It causes GPS processor to lock up and the only way to get the unit back to life is to reboot (turn GPS off and back on), only to find it lock up few miles down the road.

There are individual 2620 units, which work well on motorcycles, but I believe, that those are isolated cases.

The compact Flash memory card, on the other hand, is solid-state electronics design. It does not have moving parts; therefore it is not affected by motorcycle vibration. How much vibration, you may ask? I had reports about 2620 failing on BMW K1200RS. It is really smooth motorcycle. Nevertheless 2620 did not like it.

2720 unit is so new that there are no field reports yet.

If you purchased 2620 unit because of preprogrammed maps, so you don’t have to reload maps in GPS unit any more, than consider this:

2610 unit is about $180.00 cheaper than 2620. These days you can purchase 2GB Compact Flash memory card for about $150.00. It is large enough to carry the entire North America’s map data, which comes on 2 CDs in 2610 package and requires only 1.7GB. That way you load up the maps only ones and never have to connect your GPS to computer again. Except for occasional updating the maps data and operation system in 2610 unit.

Functionally 2610 and 2620 are almost identical twins.

2610 and 2620 units are available in my Yahoo Store “GPS for Less”: 

1. 2610 at: http://shop.store.yahoo.com/gpsforless/stpi26.html
2. 2620 at: http://shop.store.yahoo.com/gpsforless/st261.html
StreetPilot 26xx vs. 27xx series

In the light of latest development of Garmin products I recommend to consider StreetPilot 2720. It has different type of display, which is a little easier to read in bright sunlight. It was one of biggest complaints from motorcyclists about 26xx series.

It also has built-in solid-state electronics memory large enough to carry entire US map database and have more space for future upgrades.

It also has several features not available in 26xx series, like text-to-speech capability. So you don’t have to take your eyes of the road to read the name of the street, when GPS prompts you to make a turn. GPS actually says the name of the street. 

More information available at: http://shop.store.yahoo.com/gpsforless/streetpilotiii.html
There is also StreetPilot 2730, which packs many more features in addition to the ones in 2720, like XM radio, XM Weather, XM traffic, MP3 player.

StreetPilot 26xx and 27xx series utilize the same body. Therefore they all fit in my housing (http://shop.store.yahoo.com/gpsforless/hoforstpi26.html).

StreetPilot 28xx series

StreetPilot 2820 offer all the functionality of 26xx and 27xx series, plus integrates wireless technology with a microphone and speaker that lets you make hands-free calls on a compatible Bluetooth phone. Motorcyclists can connect a Bluetooth-enabled headset or helmet* simultaneously with a Bluetooth phone to the StreetPilot 2820 to talk hands-free on the road or receive wireless navigation audio prompts to their destination. 

In addition, easily look-up and dial numbers from your personalized phone book or from your phone’s call history log. Don’t know the phone number for your destination? Simply find and dial it from the StreetPilot 2820’s extensive points of interest database — including hotels, restaurants, stores, and attractions.

It seems that 2820 share the same body as 26xx and 27xx series. There fore it should fit in my “housing”. However there is an additional plug on the left side of the 2820 unit, which definitely will require modification of the cut out in my “housing”. I will modify the “housing” as soon as 2820 becomes available.

As for functionality of Bluetooth in side the housing, it is too, need to be tested as soon as 2820 unit becomes available.

You can compare the features of different units side-by-side at: http://www.garmin.com/mobile/compare.jsp
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely

Genna (GadgetGuy)

